Minutes from the meeting
of BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
held on 08 February 2010 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
R Lester (Chairman)


A Guttridge (Vice-Chairman)

J Cartwright

P Cousins


J Talbott

R Taylor

N Tye
Cllr Jeremy Pembroke (SCC)

Mr C Arthey

2 Members of the Public

V J Allard   (Clerk)
C144/09/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs J Cartwright, S Hiscock and G Spindler; and from Cllr Desmond Keane (Babergh DC), Mr M Baker (RFO) and PCSO Hannah Partington
C145/09/10 
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Guttridge declared that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council. 
C146/09/10 
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING



The minutes of the meeting held on 11 January 2010 were confirmed and signed as a correct 

record.
C147/09/10
POLICE REPORT


A report covering the period 4 December 2009 to 15 January 2010 was read out.


There had been two reports of criminal damage – a window in Rotheram Road during the 

afternoon of 8 January and a toilet bowl and cistern had been damaged during the evening of 

the same day in the Kings Head PH.



Cllr Tye had reported the theft of the gate from the entrance to King’s Pightle and the loss of a 

dachshund dog believed to have been stolen from a resident in Duke Street

C148/09/10
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL
Cllr Jeremy Pembroke reported that ‘The Big Freeze’ meeting had been well attended and received good feedback.  Further bad weather was expected and although ‘salt’ stocks were low, currently at only 1300 tons, further deliveries were expected soon. There was a national shortage.
He announced a 2.4% rise in Council Tax on the County Councils part.  He explained that costs were rising –

· 25% of the population in Suffolk was over 60 and 1 in 20 of them were being looked after by SCC

· There was a growing number of children classed as vulnerable

· The roads have taken a battering from the weather and, although it will take time, they will all have to be repaired

· Landfill Tax had been increased

· Since 2005, Government funding had decreased by £50m

However, the County Council’s financial position remained strong with £80m having been made in savings since 2005.

C149/09/10  
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL
There was no report.
C150/09/10 
MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

National Grid – Overhead Project
Cllr Jeremy Pembroke reported that this had been discussed by SCC’s Cabinet who were concerned that not enough had been done to explore the possibility of undergrounding the line.

However he was concerned that if too much emphasis was placed on this, National Grid might lose sight of the fact that proposed routes 4 and 3 were definitely not a preferred option.  He recommended route 2b as the most preferred.

The Chairman reminded Members that the consultation period ended on 28 February 2010 and that residents needed to be encouraged to write individually to National Grid with their comments.  To this end a pamphlet was being produced and would be distributed around the village.
Land matters
Cllr Taylor had contacted the District Valuer’s Office regarding fees and had learnt that £350 would be required. Unanimously AGREED that this sum be made available. (see minute C137/09/10) 
Street lighting at Brooksfield


Cllr Taylor reported that an upgrade to electricity poles in Brooksfield Bildeston had been 
undertaken by EDF Energy. One of the existing street light fittings, owned by Bildeston Parish 
Council, had not been able to be re-fitted because it was damaged. Subsequently an order 
had been placed for a replacement lamp and column to be located on the edge of the footway. 

This had prompted the Council to undertake an assessment of lighting on the rest of the estate 
and a number of irregularities and faults had been found.


Given that there were a good proportion of residents remaining tenants of Babergh on the 
Brooksfield estate and also that there are currently 2 schemes in progress to add further social 
housing, the District Council had been contacted to explore the possibility of a jointly funded 
project to improve the lighting across the estate. 

Bildeston PC would continue to provide for maintenance and energy costs.

C151/09/10 
PLANNING MATTERS

Planning Appendix A
            Items for comment by parish council as statutory consultee.
	Application Number:
	B/10/00052

	Location:
	1 Squirrells Mill Road

	Proposal:
	Reduce crown by 40% to 1 no. Sycamore tree (T1) and crown lift lowest limbs to 1 no. Sycamore tree (T2).

	Decision:
	No Objections



Planning Appendix B

Decided by Babergh District Council
            The following items were NOTED:


Applications relating to erection of two-store rear extension at 23 Duke Street had been 
withdrawn and will not now be determined by the Council.

Application B/09/1005/FUL 129 High Street was being appealed.

C152/09/10  FINANCE
Estimate for ground maintenance work carried out by Babergh   DC - revised    charges
The Clerk had learned that the revised charge of £183 22 was an annual charge.
A comparative charge from the Council’s other grounds maintenance provider was higher so it was AGREED not to change the existing contract.



Payments
The following payments were authorised:
	Payee/Service
	      £

	Tina Hawkins Christmas Tree Lights
	  61.80

	Clerk

Chamberlin Hall
	194.12

120.00




C153/09/10 
ROAD SAFETY


Duke Street/Church Road – Access for HGVs



This item had been taken partially earlier in the meeting to allow Mr Clive Arthey, who had 

agreed to attend the meeting at the request of Members to discuss the concerns with 


HGVs in Duke Street/Church Road, to leave at his convenience.


Cllr Talbot highlighted the anxieties of the residents and described three incidents encountered 

in 2008/9.  Damage to the wall of Bildeston Hall (with the driver failing to stop) and the end wall 

of White Lodge (sprayer driver failed to stop).  In addition Church Road had been blocked for 

approx. 30 mins by an over-large lorry involving the raising of a telephone cable. 
At the time 

the driver, who had to disconnect the tractor unit to negotiate the corner, advised that if he had 

been warned he would have brought an appropriate size of vehicle.  Cllr Talbot suggested that 

problems could be partially alleviated by the correct size of vehicle being ordered; some 


warning being given to the residents of Duke Street/Church Road (one resident was already 

being emailed); and very large vehicles being escorted. Mr Arthey expressed the view that, in 

his opinion, the problem was vehicles being parked along Duke Street. It was agreed that 

parking could create part of the problem particularly when larger vehicles were parked in the 

street as well as parking on both sides of the road. Mr Arthey said that there was little more he 

could do than he is doing at present this being the only access to his farm.  



Members thanked Mr Arthey for coming to the meeting.


Parking in the High Street



The Police had informed the PC that there was a problem with enforcing parking regulations 

because of the poor quality of the yellow lines. The Clerk would write to chase the County 

Council.



Road Sweeping



Babergh would be asked to reschedule the road sweeper to avoid school children coming and 

going to school. Also to ask if the Clerk could be told when the sweeper is expected so that 

residents might be encouraged to move their cars. It would help if the sweeper could come 

round later in the day.



Groundworks


The Clerk was asked to inform Babergh of the accumulation of rubbish behind the 


garages at Brooksfield and to ask that the access be cleared of overhanging vegetation.



Community Speedwatch



Cllr Talbot reported that a meeting was being arranged by Hitcham PC with an 



invitation to Police requesting their attendance.
C154/09/10  MARKET PLACE


An exhibition had been arranged for Friday 12 February.



Residents observations made at the exhibition would be collected and answers to matters 

raised would be made available.
C155/09/10  VILLAGE WEB SITE


Cllr Taylor said he was pleased at how the revised web site was looking.  Members agreed it 

was much improved and easier to use.



The Chairman suggested regular meetings to review the contents and it was AGREED that a 

Web Site Working Group be formed. The Clerk was invited to be a member of the group since 

a proportion of the work would be down to her.
C156/09/10 
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION  OF 
THE COUNCIL
· Loss of trees in front of the Cemetery.

Cllr Tye reported the loss and was appalled at the cutting down of three healthy trees.


The Chairman had learnt that although the land belonged to the Church, the PCC had 
not been informed in advance of the action.  The Clerk would write to the PCC 
conveying the PC’s disappointment of the felling of the trees.

· The surface of the Brooks footpath was very muddy and unpleasant to walk.  Cllr Spindler to be asked to talk to SCC about it.
· Some ground maintenance work was required in the cemetery.  Clerk would ask the contractors to attend.
The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
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